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Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Meeting Five
Monday, 11 June 2012
Room 13, Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, SG17 5TQ
Meeting Notes
	Present

	Dave Hodgson
	Mayor of Bedford (Chair)

	Nick Webb
	Chief Executive, Marston Vale Trust

	Bob Ham
	Homes and Communities Agency

	James Clifton
	Enterprise Manager, British Waterways/Canal and River Trust

	Drew Marchant
	Director, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Erin Witcomb-Vos
	Fens Waterway Link and Great Ouse Project Manager, Environment Agency

	Nick Fenwick
	Assistant Director for Planning, Milton Keynes Council

	Graham Mabbutt
	Chairman, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Paul Vann
	Economic Development Manager - Growth, Bedford Borough Council

	Apologies

	Cllr Tony Brown
	Deputy Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Communities, Central Bedfordshire Council

	Andy Lewis
	Economic Growth Team Leader, Central Bedfordshire Council

	Richard Wood
	Director, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Paul Hammond
	Area Manager, Homes and Communities Agency


	Who
	When
	Action Point

	
	
	1  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

The Chair welcomed those present to Central Bedfordshire Council’s Offices.  Introductions were made. Apologies were noted (see above)

	
	
	2  Minutes of Previous Meeting (28/11/11) and Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda

The notes of the previous meeting, circulated in advance of this meeting, were agreed and there were no matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda.


	Who
	When
	Action Point

	PV

PV


	July
July


	3.  Membership and Terms of Reference Matters
PV noted that a few minor changes to the Consortium’s Terms of Reference had been made. The revised version would be circulated.
PV noted that Dr Keith Weatherhead of Cranfield University felt that other demands on his time meant that he could not join the Consortium. An approach to the Vice Chancellor would be made. And no response form the University of Bedfordshire’s VC had yet been received. This would be followed up (recognising the changeover taking place).

	
	
	4. Canal and River Trust (CRT) Progress/Role

Key points in an enlightening presentation by JC were:

· A 15 year contract with Govt. worth £800m;
· A long process of examination, hearings, debates with possible mid-July start-up;
· Governed by a Council (27th September Council meeting followed by public meeting);
· c.10 sub-areas each with waterway partnership;
· Membership of BMKWC as before;
· Funding on a par with BW.

	
	
	5.  Major Events
GM noted the well attended BMKWT AGM with presentations by Sir Sam Whitbread, Ann Limb, PV and on the Community Boat.
EWV noted the Waterspace Study national runner-up achievement at the Waterways Renaissance Awards.
GM noted James Stirling, CRT Director and previous Falkirk Wheel role, speaking at Partnership Conference on 2nd November at Open University, MK.
Aiming to have stand and boat at Bedford River Festival (21st/22nd July).

	JC
PV + then DH
DM

	July
July/ August


	6.  Delivery Opportunities/Issues
A. Development Related

The Covanta parliamentary hearing position (of BBC and CBC petitions +?) was noted. Full cases were being prepared for probable post summer recess hearing.
PV noted the Persimmon planning approval involving land transfer to BBC and delivery of or funding for towpath. BBC to provide for dig/cut linked to A428/A6 Sn of Bedford Bypass.

PV also noted plans for topological survey/trial bores including land south of Fields Road. JC would pass on British Geological Society contact interested in trial bore issues.

DM raised cemetery development issue at Marston Moretaine.. A resource was required to look at the routing impact. The GAF Watercycle Study balance could possibly be used. Gill Cowie (BBC Planning) to be contacted re balance. DH would then talk to Cllr Tony Brown re its redeployment.
B. Funding Potential

PV also noted GPF/RGF and WREN bide re Marston Vale Innovation Park.

DM noted the Catchment Restoration Fund for studies and works perhaps re how the Water Framework Directive affects things. It could usefully help with understanding the issue around linear ponds with habitats becoming a waterway. DM to pursue.
GM mentioned the Waterways Recovery Group and its volunteers’ potential to dig stretches of waterway (eg linking the lakes?).

	PV

	July/ August

	7.  Project Progress
A.  Milton Keynes Waterway Park Steering Group

- NF noted the Brooklands section planning permission renewal application. If on objection then it could be a delegated decision. The public consultation period had expired. MKC was seeking no objection from the IDB. There were ongoing discussions with the IDB and the problems of funding to meet planning conditions eg re navigation issues and flooding.

- JC wondered if Cranfield University might have masters students who could work on issues – this to be an item for the next agenda. An early approach to CU was needed.
- NF noted the strategic land allocation area (2,500 houses and employment land). Production of a development brief was well underway and a land reserve identified. There was a school funding requirement difficulty.

- A positive meeting/discussion had taken place re the Willen Lake route change (with developers and HCA)

- The Core Strategy Inquiry was in July.

B.  Bedford and Marston Vale Waterway Parks Steering Group

PV ran through key points of BMV Steering Group Meetings not already discussed:

· Ongoing discussions to find way forward re Ridgmont Station car park and waterway route

· Discussions with Prologis re Marston Gate gap route.

· Line and level work between A421 Underpass and Forest Centre in progress.
· Issue still to resolve re routing east of A421 underpass across Highways Agency land.

	PV

	Sept

	8.  Consortium Member Other News and Updates

A. Waterspace Study (Bedford)
Need for meeting to consider progress after the River Festival. Imminent Kempston Junction meeting noted and James Barber’s Box End Park marina interest (Head of Navigation move issue). Riparian land owner agreement need. Headroom issues noted.
B. Trust Boat
Work ongoing re Community Boat funding.
EWV noted EA work with Defra on the Future of Navigation Project (2014/15 decision). Gathering information re assets, costs of maintenance, income generation potential. Mainly a river navigation focus – complex issues re flooding, habitats, water resources …

	PV

	Dec

	9.  Other Items for This/Future Meetings
Studies for planning work re Broughton Brook (to be on next agenda - PV)

GM meeting CE of Halcrow in a week’s time.

	PV

	July/ August

	10.  PR and Media

A. Web Site - Well received. JC suggested  something covering notable achievements (A421 underpass etc)

B. Press Coverage/Opportunities - GM noted publicity re BMKW boat in Jubilee Procession

	
	 
	11.  Date, Time and Venue of the Next Meeting

9.30 till 12.00 on Monday, 12th November, 2012, in Room 105, Borough Hall, Bedford
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